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(c) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2007, through September 30,
2008, under this section shall not exceed
$2,071,712, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for training consultants of the professional
staff of such committee (under procedures
specified by section 202(j) of that Act).

(d) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2009.—For the period October 1, 2008,
through February 28, 2009, expenses of the
committee under this section shall not ex-
ceed $879,131, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for training consultants of the professional
staff of such committee (under procedures
specified by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 20. SPECIAL RESERVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Within the funds in
the account ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and In-
vestigations’ appropriated by the legislative
branch appropriation Acts for fiscal years
2007, 2008, and 2009, there is authorized to be
established a special reserve to be available
to any committee funded by this resolution
as provided in subsection (b) of which—

(1) an amount not to exceed $4,375,000, shall
be available for the period March 1, 2007,
through September 30, 2007; and

(2) an amount not to exceed $7,500,000, shall
be available for the period October 1, 2007,
through September 30, 2008; and

(3) an amount not to exceed $3,125,000, shall
be available for the period October 1, 2008,
through February 28, 2009.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—The special reserve au-
thorized in subsection (a) shall be available
to any committee—

(1) on the basis of special need to meet un-
paid obligations incurred by that committee
during the periods referred to in paragraphs
(1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a); and

(2) at the request of a Chairman and Rank-
ing Member of that committee subject to the
approval of the Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration.

———

MODIFYING  INDIVIDUAL  ELIGI-
BILITY FOR ASSOCIATE MEM-
BERSHIP IN THE MILITARY
ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART
OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, INCORPORATED

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 743, which was introduced
earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will state the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 743) to amend title 36, United
States Code, to modify the individuals eligi-
ble for associate membership in the Military
Order of the Purple Heart of the United
States of America, Incorporated.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
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read the third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 743) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 743

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MODIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS ELI-
GIBLE FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER-
SHIP IN MILITARY ORDER OF THE
PURPLE HEART OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, INCOR-
PORATED.

Section 140503(b) of title 36, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘¢, spouses, sib-
lings,”” after ‘“‘parents”.

———

RECOMMITTING TO A POLITICAL
SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT IN
NORTHERN UGANDA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 16, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 16)
calling on the Government of Uganda and
the Lord’s Resistance Army to recommit to
a political solution to the conflict in north-
ern Uganda and to recommence vital peace
talks, and urging immediate and substantial
support for the ongoing peace process from
the United States and the international com-
munity.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating thereto
be printed in the RECORD as if read,
without intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 16) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 16

Whereas, for nearly two decades, the Gov-
ernment of Uganda has been engaged in an
armed conflict with the Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA) that has resulted in up to
200,000 deaths from violence and disease and
the displacement of more than 1,600,000 civil-
ians from eastern and northern Uganda.

Whereas former United Nations Undersec-
retary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland
has called the crisis in northern Uganda ‘‘the
biggest forgotten, neglected humanitarian
emergency in the world today’’;

Whereas Joseph Kony, the leader of the
LRA, and several of his associates have been
indicted by the International Criminal Court

March 1, 2007

for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
including rape, murder, enslavement, sexual
enslavement, and the forced recruitment of
an estimated 66,000 children;

Whereas the LRA is a severe and repeat vi-
olator of human rights and has continued to
attack civilians and humanitarian aid work-
ers despite a succession of ceasefire agree-
ments;

Whereas the Secretary of State has labeled
the LRA ‘‘vicious and cult-like” and des-
ignates it as a terrorist organization;

Whereas the 2005 Department of State re-
port on the human rights record of the Gov-
ernment of Uganda found that ‘‘security
forces committed unlawful killings ... and
were responsible for deaths as a result of tor-
ture” along with other ‘‘serious problems,”
including repression of political opposition,
official impunity, and violence against
women and children;

Whereas, in the 2004 Northern Uganda Cri-
sis Response Act (Public Law 108-283; 118
Stat. 912), Congress declared its support for a
peaceful resolution of the conflict in north-
ern and eastern Uganda and called for the
United States and the international commu-
nity to assist in rehabilitation, reconstruc-
tion, and demobilization efforts;

Whereas the Cessation of Hostilities Agree-
ment, which was mediated by the Govern-
ment of Southern Sudan and signed by rep-
resentatives of the Government of Uganda
and the LRA on August 20, 2006, and ex-
tended on November 1, 2006, requires both
parties to cease all hostile military and
media offensives and asks the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army to facilitate the safe as-
sembly of LRA fighters in designated areas
for the duration of the peace talks;

Whereas the Cessation of Hostilities Agree-
ment is set to expire on February 28, 2007,
and although both parties to the agreement
have indicated that they are willing to con-
tinue with the peace talks, no date has been
set for resumption of the talks, and recent
reports have suggested that both rebel and
Government forces are preparing to return
to war;

Whereas a return to civil war would yield
disastrous results for the people of northern
Uganda and for regional stability, while
peace in Uganda will bolster the fragile Com-
prehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan and
de-escalate tensions in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo;

Whereas continuing violence and insta-
bility obstruct the delivery of humanitarian
assistance to the people of northern Uganda
and impede national and regional trade, de-
velopment and democratization efforts, and
counter-terrorism initiatives; and

Whereas the Senate unanimously passed
Senate Resolution 366, 109th Congress,
agreed to February 6, 2006, and Senate Reso-
lution 573, 109th Congress, agreed to Sep-
tember 19, 2006, calling on Uganda, Sudan,
the United States, and the international
community to bring justice and provide hu-
manitarian assistance to northern Uganda
and to support the successful transition from
conflict to sustainable peace, while the
House of Representatives has not yet consid-
ered comparable legislation: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) disapproves of the LRA leadership’s in-
consistent commitment to resolving the con-
flict in Uganda peacefully;

(2) urges the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) and the Government of Uganda to re-
turn to negotiations in order to extend and
expand upon the existing ceasefire and to re-
commit to pursuing a political solution to
this conflict;

(3) entreats all parties in the region to im-
mediately cease human rights violations and
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